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According to a tribunal poll carried out early 2019 in Texas by University of Texas shows that 36% of the respondents expressed concerns over the security at the border and immigration policies. (Ramsey, 2019). The Tribune in Texas indicated that immigration and border security were the top among the voter choices in the most important problems facing the state of Texas category. This totaled 36% of the respondents. This has been a consistent outcome of the poll for a number of years.
The government is vested with the mandate of providing land and maritime security. The government achieves this through the customs and border protection operating under the department of Homeland Security. The body governs the point of entries to prevent illegal transactions such as smuggling of weapons of mass destruction, proscription of terrorists. (Haddal, C.C., 2010).  The border security poses a great threat not only unto the national security but also the nation’s economic growth and development. 
The countries to the North such as Mexico and Canada provide the largest markets for America’s exports. This necessitates that the border policies should be looked into to facilitate the licit exchange and transportation of goods. The policies should be all inclusive and safeguard the wellbeing of immigrants. The operational processes need to be hastened to reduce the waiting time at the border.
“What would you say is the most important problem facing the State of Texas today?” (The Tribune in Texas, 2019)
(Top five problems in the state of Texas from the 2019 tribunal poll) 
	1. Security at the Border 

	20%

	2. Immigration
	16%


	3. Health-care 
	8%


	4. Corrupt political leadership 

	7%

	5. Education Systems

	7%



The Texas southern along with the northern borders experience quite a number of challenges which include:
a) Illegal immigration of people without proper documentation  
b) Transnational crime which involves smuggling of weapons and drugs 
c) Extremists who pose a security threat to the residents. 
d) Human trafficking 
Illegal immigration 
The Immigration system is the United States has been questioned and its people have lost trust in it but the government is consistently making conscious efforts to reinstate the state of the system (Ramsey, 2019). There has been a surge of immigrants and this is caused by a vast of reasons which has affected the migration flows. This include: a) Continued violence in Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador that fall within the Northern triangle.
b) The Honduras and Guatemala deteriorating economies 
c) Transitioning to a new president in Mexico 
House Homeland Security Committee Chairman Bennie Thompson, described the border security and immigration policies as “complete failure”. He stated that the humanitarian aspect has been worsen in the immigration policies where families are separated and denied asylum. (Gamboa, 2019). Operational crisis has also been identified as a major cause of migrants’ surge at the border with slow processing of trade and waiting time at the ports of entry. 


Transnational criminals- smuggling in weapons and drugs
The border is pack of activities some of which are transnational activities which pose a security threat. These activities include; human trafficking, narco-trafficking, international terrorism and smuggling of weapons of mass destruction.
The Mexican dominant transnational criminal organizations continue to control the United States drug market and are big criminal concern to the United States with regard to drug threat. This is according to National drug threat assessment that was carried out in 2018.
These criminal organizations transport goods across borders by concealing them with legal goods in trucks. Other modes of transport are subterranean tunnels and ultralight aircrafts.
The primary source of revenue for these U.S.-based gangs is trafficking and distribution of illicit drugs. Money or value transfer systems and trade-based money laundering is the most preferred method of moving illicit proceeds. Virtual currencies like Bitcoin have recently been adopted by traffickers to move money more securely.  
Extremists who pose a security threat to the residents. 
President Trump's border security policies on the migration of people from Muslim dominant nations, has spurred great debate. 
After the 9/11 attacks the united states government enacted a counterterrorism legislation in an effort to mitigate the threat of terrorist penetration (Gamboa, 2019).



Human Trafficking
“234,000 people are victims of labor trafficking in Texas any given time” 
The dominant types of human trafficking include: 
a)  Sex Trafficking- Adult - Trafficking of adults for sex by fraud, or coercion in strip clubs, force, brothels, massage parlors, street prostitution, or internet prostitution 
b) Sex Trafficking – Child - Trafficking children, under the age of 18, by any means into the commercial sex industry (Busch-Armendariz, et al,2016)
c) Labor Trafficking – Adult- Forceful adults for labor by fraud, or coercion into industries, such as agriculture, food service, manufacturing, domestic servitude, or hospitality (Gamboa, 2019).
d) Labor Trafficking-Child - (Busch-Armendariz, et al,2011) Trafficking of children normally under the age of 18, by fraud, force, or coercion into industries such as manufacturing, domestic servitude, food service, , agriculture or hospitality 

The Texas government is putting efforts to curb human trafficking such as spearheading the closure of the “Backpage.com” which was the largest supplier of escort ads in the United States and the policies enforced that a person charged with human trafficking is charged with multiple felony convictions and 327 years of imprisonment.  



Conclusion 
Leaders in all levels will need to be actively involved in the generation of future solutions.
Constant innovation and collaboration among governmental and non-governmental organizations is necessary as the world is radically evolving especially within the departments of defense.
By developing a formal plan for gathering, sharing and analyzing information, building binational relationships to help overcome challenges posed by different rules and regulations and giving individuals who collect and analyze data more authority to make decisions and organizations on both sides of the border can build a unified system to monitor environmental health challenges and keep the growing populations on both sides of the border safe and healthy. The Government is consciously making effort to secure its border through the Customs and Border Protection. For instance, the deployment of National guard persons to the borders to assist with administrative duties and intelligence analysis. 
The continual review of policies to strengthen the border security and curb illegal immigration, end human trafficking and drug smuggling.
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